
QUESTION: How successful was the New Deal in promoting
the recovery of agriculture and industry in the United

States in the years 1933-1941? (The question follows the
Edexcel AS Level for Unit 3 part c.)

Mary’s answer
Roosevelt believed in three basic methods to get America out
of the depression: relief, recovery and reform. He wanted to
use government money to pull the United States out of the
depression. Roosevelt would provide food and shelter to
poverty-stricken millions. Recovery would stimulate the
demand for goods and lower unemployment and reform
would rebuild the economy and stock market.

The banking and finance systems were important. People
had lost money in the recession and Roosevelt wanted to
restore confidence in the banks and get money flowing again.
He therefore took over the banks to secure depositors’ cash
flow in case of another recession. He then introduced the
Securities Exchange Commission (1934) to reform the stock
market.

The Farmers Relief Act (1933) gave compensation to
farmers who were affected by the depression and dust bowl.
There was success by 1937 when farm incomes doubled. This
came about through increasing prices.

The Civilian Conservation Corps (1934) introduced jobs
to unemployed and offered a $30 a month salary. It also 
provided food, shelter and clothing. The National Industrial
Recovery Act (1933) got people back to work permanently.
The organisation stimulated the demand for goods. Part 1
abolished child labour, introduced the minimum wage and had
a maximum of an eight-hour working day. The blue eagle
assessed the company’s rating. Part 2 was the Public Works
Administration and this put people back to work.

The Federal Emergency Relief Administration gave 
further relief and recovery to people who still did not earn a
salary. It gave $500 million towards dole money and soup
kitchens. The Works Progress Administration (1935)
improved industry in that it started the building of hospitals,
schools and roads.

The government also wanted the trade unions to
improve working conditions. The Wagner Act (1935) gave
trade unions a legal foundation and the Fair Labour Standards
Act (1938) increased the minimum wage and introduced a
maximum of a 48-hour working week.

The Tennessee Valley Authority (1934) revitalised areas
of rural America which had been hit badly or been affected by
careless farming and soil erosion, as well as overproduction.
The organisation organised and provided cheap electricity, 
irrigation and prevention against soil erosion. They also gave
loans to homeowners.

The end to Prohibition meant the end to organised crime
and corruption. Roosevelt announced, ‘It’s time for a drink’ in
1933. The opposition to organisations like these were 
businessmen who objected to the strength of the trade unions
and higher taxation. Socialists thought that the New Deal was
not extreme enough and still thought big businesses had too
much power. The state government objected with the inter-
ference in state affairs and so did the Supreme Court.

Roosevelt did not achieve all that he wished. Some 

organisations failed such as the Farmers’ Relief Act. It helped
farmers but forced many out of work and the government still
did not improve agriculture in Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas.
Eight million were left unemployed and reduced government
spending caused a recession with 10.8 million unemployed by
1937. Only the war effort lowered unemployment.

Never before had the government intervened in the lives
of everyday people. The New Deal provided jobs. It provided
relief for the jobless and destitute and the PWA and TVA
were successful organisations. It provided welfare benefits but,
most importantly, it preserved American democracy and free
enterprise while many countries in Europe were being faced
with Fascism.

Examiner’s comments
This answer was given a low level 3 and awarded 11 marks out
of 18 - a grade C. It is typical of the work produced by many
candidates working under examination conditions in that Mary
has taken a broadly descriptive approach. 

She works her way through an account of a number of
alphabet agencies. On the positive side, she has included 
material from across the chronological range of the First,
Second and ‘Third’ New Deals. Examiners are looking to credit
those candidates who are able to draw their examples from
across the entire period as many candidates focus only on
material that comes from the early part of the New Deal. The
question that has been set requires Mary to focus on the
impact of the New Deal in two areas - agriculture and industry.
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A comment on the Great Depression from the San Francisco
Chronicle, October 1929, shows a closed factory and lobbying 
of Congress for increases in tariffs to protect profits and jobs



She has attempted to make some direct links between the
material that she is describing and the question. This does
result in some analysis in the course of her answer, although it
is not sustained throughout and she does sometimes seem to
lose her focus on the two core areas. Her conclusion, for
example, does not really link back directly to the question that
was set. Mary’s answer appreciates the necessity for considera-
tion of two key events in the New Deal years - the Roosevelt
Recession of 1937 and the coming of the Second World War.
She could perhaps have developed her explanation and analysis
to an even greater extent when considering these two issues
but she would certainly be credited for her reference to them.

On the negative side, Mary has made some factual errors,
for example, in the dates for the Civilian Conservation Corps
and the Tennessee Valley Authority. She also lacks precision in
places regarding the detail of specific aspects of the alphabet
agencies. The answer contains a number of paragraphs that do
little to advance Mary’s argument. Her first two paragraphs and
the paragraph on Prohibition and opposition to the New Deal
are merely descriptive - she could potentially use some of this
material to answer the question but she would need to demon-
strate clearly how it is relevant. This she has failed to do. This

highlights a fundamental problem with this approach to essay
writing - it is possible for candidates to lose sight of the ques-
tion and default merely to writing down all they have learned.

Even if Mary were to put right the aforementioned flaws,
she could not move out of the bottom half of level 3 for this
answer because it would remain a narrative with links to the
question. So how could she improve on her overall approach?
Rather than working through the answer agency by agency with
some comment, she should have considered her approach to
planning more carefully. It is vital to spend some time on this
stage before writing is started. The effort will be worth it
because it will help to produce a more analytical response. A
stronger answer might have begun by a discussion of the suc-
cess of the New Deal in its initial paragraphs and then moved
on to explore where it was less successful. Mary could have
used much of the same material in an answer that took this
approach and it would have ensured that she maintained an
analytical focus on the question throughout her response. This
is the key to achieving the higher levels.

Hilary Stark, AS/A Level Senior Examiner, currently teaching at
Queen Mary’s Sixth Form College, Basingstoke.
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Frequently asked questions (FAQs) about

wwwwww.histor.history-onthey-onthewwebeb.co.co.uk,.uk, CurCurriculum Online and our Licencericulum Online and our Licence

see the proforma Licence invoice on the history-ontheweb
home/index page or e-mail semp@gxn.co.uk.
Is a Licence really a cost-effective use of resources?
If a few calculations are completed the answer is seen to be an
emphatic 'yes'. If there are as few as 30 AS and A Level
Modern History students (not to speak of GCSE students) and
only one-third of the 140 articles related to the three units
studied, the cost of each article per student is about 7 pence.
This is equivalent to paying under £2 for a 200-page textbook:
for 60 students it is equal to paying £1 for a 200-page book.
How popular is the history-ontheweb site Licence?
The site Licence has proved more popular than we anticipated.
'I am the Librarian of an independent school that 
cannot receive eLCs. How can I pay for the Licence?'
Schools/colleges outside the maintained KS4 sector fund the
Licence fee from a department budget (such as Library/
Resource Centre, IT or History Department).
If I have a site Licence should I, nevertheless, 
subscribe to new perspective?
Schools/colleges who have a Licence, for the current year,
receive free new perspective subscriptions. They are sent to
both the Head of History and the Librarian/Resource Centre
manager. Of course, further student-rate subscriptions can be
added to the free subscriptions.
If I am already a new perspective subscriber for the
current year and I buy a Licence how can I benefit
from the free subscription offer?
You will receive a Sempringham publishing credit note. This can
be set against the purchase of three new perspective £7 student-
rate journals or three Sempringham books, in any combination,
and a record of your credit note is kept by Sempringham.
Is there guidance on the use of the site for teachers?
Yes there is. Please see the home/index page and click on
‘Comments on how to use this site, for teachers’.
Are there plans to develop the site further?'
Yes. Substantial plans will be announced in March 2004.

This is an abreviated and attenuated version of our FAQs.
The full list of questions and answers can be accessed from
the home/index page of www.history-ontheweb.co.uk,
near the top, right of centre, next to Site NEWS

What is Curriculum Online?
Curriculum Online is an online catalogue of priced and free digital
learning products at http://www.curriculumonline.gov.uk to 
support the teaching of the Curriculum in England up to and
including Key Stage 4. The catalogue is provided by the DfES as
part of a programme to give £330m, between 2002-6, to main-
tained schools in England to spend on software and web services.
Is there government money for my school for
Curriculum Online products?
Each LEA in England has been given money using the Standards
Fund (Grant 618) for, among others, maintained secondary
schools. LEAs must either give out the money to their schools
or hold the money centrally with the schools' agreement to
make bulk purchases. If you don't know if your school has
received its allocation of eLC money, you should first check
with the budget holder at your school. Then, if necessary, talk
to your LEA and speak to the individual or team who 
distributes Standards Fund money received from the DfES. 
What am I allowed to buy using eLC money?
Electronic Learning Credits (eLCs) can only be spent on digital
learning products advertised on the Curriculum Online 
website at http://www.curriculumonline.gov.uk. These can be
purchased directly from the supplier if the product is 
displaying the Curriculum Online logo.
How do I find and buy a product that is advertised on
Curriculum Online?
Use our search facility to find products by selecting from 
various criteria. For history-ontheweb just follow the advice
from our home/index page How to find our site on the portal.
How much does the history-ontheweb site Licence cost?
The cost to most schools is nil because it will be funded by
eLCs. If your school/college does not qualify for eLCs, please

history-ontheweb, PO Box 248, Bedford MK40 2NB Tel 01234 267856 E-mail semp@gxn.co.uk


